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Developing A System Of Libraries 


By EMERSON GREENAWAY 
PRESIDENT OF THE AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 


[’ is a privilege for me to bring to 
you tonight the greetings of the en- 
tire membership and officers of the 
American Library Association and of 
the staff of the Headquarters in Chi- 
cago and Washington. Your meeting 
here in Miami is a good example of 
the state and regional library associa- 
tion meetings which take place all 
across the country at varying times 
throughout the year. It seems to me 
that one of the most encouraging signs 
of the professional spirit of librarian- 
ship has been the ever-growing interest 
in meeting to discuss and evaluate our 
accomplishments and our problems. 
The state and regional conferences 
make concrete annual contributions to- 
ward maintaining and widening our in- 
terests in the World of Books. 

Most of us here tonight are closely 
familiar with the world of books. We 
have been intimately associated with 
this world ever since we learned to tell 
the difference between Q and O and 
most of our waking hours are spent 
with some aspect of this world of 
books. As you know, the theme for 
the Washington Conference of the 
ALA this year is “The World of 
Books,” a phrase which was taken from 
a quotation from Clarence Day with 
which you are probably familiar. I 
think so much of this short paragraph, 
however, as the closest thing I know 
of in the way of a creed for librarians 
and bookmen, that I am going to read 
it to you now. 

Day said, in his dedication of a new 


building for the Yale University Press 
in 1920: 

“The World of Books is the most 
remarkable creation of man. Nothing 
else that he builds ever lasts. Monu- 
ments fall; nations perish; civiliza- 
tions grow old and die out; and, 
after an era of darkness, new races 
build others. But in the world of 
books are volumes which have seen 
this happen again and again, and 
yet live on, still young, still as fresh 
as the day they were written, still 
telling men’s hearts of the hearts of 
men centuries dead.” 

Well, here we are, a group of people 
associated with books, talking to our- 
selves about “the world of books.” 
Clarence Day was a bookman, and a 
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devoted one; it is obvious to anyone 
reading the quotation. Now we, as li- 
brarians, will emphasize to ourselves, 
and anyone else we can reach during 
this year, the “world of books.” Is this 
just a snap phrase, highly useful for 
publicity purposes, which we have 
snatched out of the air to mark the 
1959 ALA Conference? After all, 
everyone does this kind of thing—why 
not the librarians? I recently noticed, 
for example, while looking over a list 
of periodicals to which we subscribe 
at the Free Library of Philadelphia, 
that everyone seems to be living in a 
different age or at least has his own 
interpretation of the age we are now 
in. The twentieth century is, apparent- 
ly, depending on how you look at it, 
the Hardware Age, Railway Age, Rub- 
ber Age, Motor Age, Modern Brewery 
Age, Coal Age, Cleaning Age, Chain 
Store Age and about ten more of the 
same. Are we fooling ourselves when 
we emphasize the World of Books? 


Encom passes All 


I don’t think so. After all the world 
of books not only encompasses all 
knowledge in the world today; it retains 
the permanent image of all the ages 
past. It is truly the most remarkable 
creation of man. And we, as librarians, 
have for our most essential purpose 
the dissemination of information con- 
cerning this world to the people of our 
communities. Here is where the prac- 
tical approach really counts. As long 
as the public library system has existed 
in America, we have tried to make the 
world of books more accessible to the 
world of man, and for centuries before 
that time, the universities were engaged 
in the same pursuit. 


Practically speaking, American li- 
braries are at a turning point in their 
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history. The concept of the public li- 
brary in America has now become 
fairly well established and enjoys a 
secure position as an educational insti- 
tution. Lowell Martin has stated—“For 
all its modest nature and relatively 
small cost, it is the public library that 
is uniquely the agency for informing 
individuals. The newspaper provides 
information that large groups of people 
want — the public library serves one 
person at a time for his own special 
needs. The school builds a foundation 
of education in a dozen years of a per- 
son’s life — the public library is his 
source of knowledge throughout life. 
The doctor or lawyer is turned to in 
time of trouble — the public library 
serves an individual in his day-to-day 
activities. It has been aptly called ‘the 
people’s university.’ 

“The common element in public li- 
brary services is that it deals with the 
individual seeking knowledge on his 
own initiative. In the long run such 
knowledge may be more important 
than that learned formally in the class- 
room, and this applies whether a per- 
son has a limited schooling or a Ph.D. 
degree.” 


Libraries at a Turning Point 
The turning point in the history of 
libraries in this nation is just this: we 
have agreed that ideally every person 
in the country should have access to 
books, not just to a few books housed 
in a branch or a small town’s library, 
but to the books he needs, whether or 
not they are scarce, highly technical, 
or abstruse in one manner or another. 
In other words, every individual should 
have access not just to a few, unrelated 
books, but to that portion of the entire 
world of books, which he needs. 
(Continued on Page 21) 
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Legislative 


Program 


Better Libraries for a 
Better Florida — Now 


by VERNA NISTENDIRK 
State Library Extension Director 


7 em discussions in library 

association meetings have always 
seemed to be at exactly the wrong time. 
Usually they are long after action has 
been taken and as uninteresting as stale 
bread. But this year and this legislation 
are different. This is exactly the right 
time. The very success of the program 
may depend on you and what you do in 
the next few weeks. 

A progression of events leads me to 
believe that libraries have a better 
chance in this year’s legislative program 
than ever before. The general interest 
in libraries throughout the state, and the 
work done by many members of this 
and other organizations for many years 
are beginning to pay off. Whatever hap- 
pens this year will be the cumulative 
effort of officers and members of this 
association, of the library profession, of 
the board members, of the Women’s 
Clubs and others for the last seven years 
or more. 

Florida is in dire need of a legislative 
and a library development program that 
will act as an incentive for the estab- 
lishment of realistic library units, which 
will encourage better financial support 
and will establish standards of service. 
Our beautiful state with its superb cli- 
mate, its natural resources and indus- 











trial growth must have libraries for its 
citizens. Frankly, measured by any sort 
of standards, our libraries don’t stack 
up very well with most of the nation. 
Let’s take a look at conditions, using 
the statistics in the 1957-58 Library 
Directory. 

Of 142 public libraries in Florida, 
six have operating expenditures of over 
$100,000 and only Miami, with an ex- 
penditure of $813,000, is greatly over 
that amount. These libraries have the 
necessities for good service—a special- 
ized and qualified staff, books and other 
materials, and quarters (though often 
inadequate) in which to house them. 
They can give library service that pays 
special attention to the needs of adults, 
young people and children. Their pro- 
grams can stimulate and inspire their 
patrons, and they can make more than 
an attempt to help the serious reader 
and searcher for special information. 

There are sixteen libraries in the 
group with a median book collection of 
25,000 to 27,000. They are all open a 
respectable number of hours, are 
anxious to improve their services, and 
are growing. 

However, when we look at libraries 
with less than $25,000 in operating ex- 
penses, except for the few right at the 
borderline, we see a decided drop in 
the number of hours open and in all 
kinds of service. Except for the two 
new county libraries at Delray Beach 
and Fort Myers, no library in this group 
spent more than $4,000 for books. This 
is far below the ALA recommendations. 

A small ALA planning committee, 
working before the standards were 
adopted, decided that the most impor- 
tant single item needed for good library 
service was not money, not books, but 
an alert staff, knowledgeable and quali- 


(Continued on Page 14) 





Lhirty-Sixth 
Annual 
Meeting 


McAllister Hotel 
April 9-11, 1959, Miami 


The thirty-sixth annual meeting of the 
Florida Library Association was held in Mi- 
ami, April 9-11, 1959, with the McAllister 
Hotel as headquarters. Three hundred and 
seventy-eight people registered. An Executive 
Board meeting was held at 11:00 a.m., Thurs- 
day, April 9, while registration was taking 
place in the hotel lobby. 

The opening session, scheduled for 2:00 
p.m., was delayed because of that typical 
Miami activity, a women’s luncheon and 
fashion show! However, Archie L. McNeal, 
President, finally sounded the gavel at 2:40 
p.m., and got the meetings under way. The 
invocation was pronounced by Dr. Fred E. 
Cole, Minister of the Coral Gables Congre- 
gational Church. A welcome to the city was 
extended by the Honorable Robert King 
High, Mayor. 

Betty Service, Sarasota Public Library, 
was introduced to explain the treasure hunt 
arranged for 4:00 p.m. in the exhibits area. 

Dr. McNeal read a telegram from the 
headquarters office of ALA, signed by 
Emerson Greenaway, President of ALA, 
and then immediately introduced the gentle- 
man himself. Mr. Greenaway presented 
briefly the ALA project of the year, “The 
World of Books.” 

The program for the afternoon was a 
presentation of the primary and principal 
concern of the association during the year, 
the legislative and library development pro- 
gram in the state of Florida. Miss Verna 
Nistendirk, Extension Director of the Flor- 
ida State Library, had served as Chairman of 
the Legislative Committee and of the Library 
Development Committee. The address which 
she delivered was the report of these two 
committees. 

Oscar Everhart, Kay Thompson and Jo 
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Kennedy were named by Dr. McNeal to 
serve as the Resolutions Committee. 


William G. Harkins, University of Florida, 
presented the report of the Nominating Com- 
mittee: 

President: Frank Sessa, Miami Public 

Library 
Betty Lunnon, Dade County Department 
of Public Instruction, Miami 


Vice-president and President-elect: Elliott 
Hardaway, University of South Flor- 
ida, Tampa 

DeLyle Runge, St. Petersburg Public 
Library 


Secretary: Verna Nistendirk, Florida 
State Library, Tallahassee 
Audrey Newman, State Department of 
Education, Tallahassee 


Treasurer: Margaret Strassler, Monroe 
County Department of Education, 
Key West 

Lilly Carter, University of Florida, 
Gainesville 


ALA Councillor: A. L. McNeal, Univer- 
sity of Miami 


There were no nominations from the floor. 

The meeting adjourned at 3:45 p.m., and 
the treasure hunt began in the exhibits area 
at 4:00 p.m. 

At 8:15 p.m., the second general session 
was called to order in the Biscayne Room. 
Frank Sessa, Director of the Miami Public 
Library, introduced the speaker, Emerson 
Greenaway, President of the American Li- 
brary Association, and Director of the Phila- 
delphia Free Library. 

Following this session, the members of the 
association and friends were guests of the 
larger libraries of the greater Miami area 
(Coral Gables, Miami, Miami Beach, North 
Miami and the University of Miami) at a 
reception in the Biscayne Terrace Hotel’s 
Panorama Room. The Dade County Library 
Association, which had served as the Com- 
mittee on Local Arrangements for the con- 
vention, served as hosts. 

Friday morning’s activities began at 8:15 
a.m., with a most successful and very well 
attended book review session. Phyllis Gray, 
North Miami Public Library, reviewed adult 
books, and May Edmonds, Miami Public 
Library, reviewed children’s books. 

The rest of the day was devoted to the 
various sectional and roundtable meetings. 

At 8:15 p.m., the third general session was 
called to order in the Biscayne Room. Stan- 
ley West, Director of Libraries, University 
of Florida, introduced Dr. Andrew N. Lytle, 
author and lecturer in the Department of 









? 




























































































































HENS 


Se a 


English, University of Florida, who spoke 
on “The Primacy of the Word.” 


The business session, the fourth general 
session, got under way at 9:00 a.m., Saturday 
April 11, adjourned at 10:20 a.m., and was 
followed by a meeting of the new Executive 
Board. 


Minutes of the fourth general session, the 
Executive Board meetings and of the Section 
and Roundtable meetings are included in 
this issue of FLORIDA LIBRARIES, as are 
the addressz:s of Mr. Greenaway and Miss 
Nistendirk. Other talks will b2 published in 
later issues, as it is possible. 


Minutes of Executive Board 


The Executive Board meeting was held at 
the McAllister Hotel, April 9, 1959 at 11 
a.m. The meeting was called to order by the 
President, Dr. Archiz McNeal. Those attend- 
ing were Dr. McNeal, Mr. Elliott Hardaway, 
Mrs. Peggy Nelson, Mrs. Elizabeth Stephens, 
Judge Ora Wildermuth, Dr. Dorothy Dodd, 
Miss Elizabeth Peeler, Miss Helen Keefe, 
Miss Clara Wendel, SELA representative, 
and Mr. Fred Bryant, Executive Secretary. 
In the absence of the Secretary, Miss Eunice 
Keen, Helen Keefe was appointed Secretary 
pro tem. 

The President announced that due to the 
resignation of Winston Henderson, President- 
Elect, who had moved to Phoenix, he had 
requested the Nominating Committee to sub- 
mit two names for President in addition to 
the regular slate. The Board approved this 
action. 

A letter from Janice Kee, Chairman of the 
Planning Committee, about the proposed 
state luncheons with Congressmen on June 
25 in Washington, was read. It was agreed 
that the Board should recommend that the 
Association sponsor a table with the Florida 
Congressmen as invited guests. 

The motion was made that the Board 
recommend that the Association rescind the 
action on meal functions. This was seconded 
and carried. 

The Board recommended that the new 
President be asked to appoint a repres:nta- 
tive of the Association at the Adult Services 
Division Planning Committee for the Insti- 
tute on Library Services to an Aging 
Population. 

Fred Bryant reported excessive charges by 
the hotel for electric outlets for the exhibit 
hall, It was recommended that the assess- 
ment be paid under protest. 

It was moved that the remuneration paid 
to the Executive Secretary be increased to 
$75. a month. This was seconded and carried. 


The meeting adjourned at twelve o'clock. 


Helen L. Keefe 
Secretary pro tem. 


College and Special 
Libraries Section 


The College and Special Libraries Section 
met in Parlors A, B & C of the McAllister 
Hotel from 10:00 to 12:00, Friday morning, 
April 10, 1959. 


Mrs. Iona Nelson Thompson (Naval Air 
Technical Training Center, Jacksonville) pre- 
sided. She introduced Mr. Lynn Walker (En- 
gineering librarian, U. of Fla.) who in turn 
introduced the speaker. He was Dr. Glenn 
A. Greathouse, Head, Department of Nu- 
clear Engineering, U. of Fla., Gainesville. 

Dr. Greathous2’s topic was “Nuclear En- 
ergy —Its Role in Florida’s Future.” He 
stated that “the hope of our nation depends 
upon our ability to maintain technological 
superiority over any potential power. The 
library is a most important unit in meeting 
this challenge.” His talk centered on the 
peacetime uses of nuclear energy which far 
outweigh its destructive powers. We are in- 
terested in nuclear energy because of its 
use in medicine in fighting cancer, in agri- 
culture in producing better food and better 
methods of food preservation, and in in- 
dustry in the production of better and more 
efficient products. 

The state of Florida has expressed and 
demonstrated a strong desire to take its 
place among the leaders in the peaceful ap- 
plication of atomic energy. Money has been 
appropriated, and Gov. Collins has done 
much to bring and develop nuclear energy 
and power within the state. The universities 
have training programs under way and con- 
siderable research is being done. Two cor- 
porations within the state are concerned 
primarily with the nuclear energy field, and 
a contract to build a reactor on the west 
coast of Florida has been awarded three 
power companies. Dr. Greathouse believes 
the future of atomic energy research and 
development is most promising, but he feels 
that the present training of engineers is in- 
adequate. Their lack of thorough knowledge 
of physics, mathematics and chemistry must 
be remedied. 

The showing of the film, “The Atom 
Comes to Town,” concluded the program. 
This color film illustrated the uses of atomic 
energy in power, medicine, agriculture, in- 
dustry and research as discussed by Dr. 
Greathouse. 


Election of officers followed. Miss Jo 
Kennedy presented the report of the Nom- 
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inating Committee in the absence of Mrs. 
Marie Foley: 


Chairman 
Mr. Lynn Walker, Engineering Sciences 
Library, Univ. of Fla. 


Vice-chairman and Chairman-elect 
Mr. John Ische, Health Center Library. 
U. of Fla. 


Secretary-Treasurer 
Mrs. Carolyn Fletcher, Cataloging Dept., 
U. of Miami. 


There being no nominations from the floor. 
it was moved and seconded that the report 
of the Nominating Committee be accepted. 
The motion was carried. 


After a coffee break, further business was 
discussed. The minutes and treasurer’s re- 
port were dispensed with by order of the 
Chairman. Progress reports for the year, 
1958-59, were distributed. 


Mr. Elliott Hardaway urged librarians to 
join the ALA, pointing out what the na- 
tional organization has done to benefit the 
profession and librarians of Florida. He also 
urged college and university libraries to send 
in statistics questionnaires when received. 
After this year, all colleges and universities, 
including junior colleges, listed in the Edu- 
cation Directory issued by the U. S. Office 
of Education, will be sent questionnaires. 


The meeting was then turned over to the 
new officers. Mr. Walker suggested that the 
progress reports from individual libraries 
may be published currently in the issues of 
FLORIDA LIBRARIES instead of the an- 
nual compilation’s being distributed at the 
convention. 


He also presented the idea of organizing 
a Special Libraries group in Florida, be- 
ginning as a sub-group of this s2ction. Mr. 
Ische reported that a meeting had been held 
recently at the University of Florida to con- 
sider the possibility. The Executive Secre- 
tary of the Special Libraries Association was 
encouraging the movement. Twenty-five spec- 
ial librarians are necessary to form a chap- 
ter. Seventeen Florida librarians are now 
members of the Georgia Chapter of the 
Special Libraries Association. It was pointed 
out that a sub-group of this section could 
be formed without the members being re- 
quired to become members of the Special 
Libraries Association, dues of which are $15. 
John Clemons moved, and Albert Strickland 
seconded, that the Executive Committee of 
the Section investigate the procedure for 
forming a sub-group with the possibility of 
becoming a Special Libraries chapter. Mo- 
tion carried. 
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The meeting closed on motion of adjourn- 
ment. 
Frances L. Munson 
Secretary-Treasurer 


Sehool and Children’s 
Libraries Section 


The School and Children’s Section of the 
Florida Library Association met April 10, 
1959 at 10:00 a.m. in the auditorium of the 
Miami Public Library, with Mrs. Elizabeth 
Stephens presiding. One-hundred-sixty people 
were in attendance. 

A motion to accept the minutes of last 
year’s meeting as printed in FLORIDA LI- 
BRARIES was made, seconded and carried. 
The current financial report was read and 
accepted. 

Mrs. May H. Edmonds, Chairman of the 
FLA Recruitment Committee, reported on 
recruitment activity and progress the past 
year. 

The report of the Nominating Committee 
was given by Mrs. Helen White, Chairman. 
The slate of officers was accepted unani- 
mously as presented: 


President: Miss Grace V. Rayfuse, Child- 
ren’s Librarian, Miami Public Library 

Vice-president and President-elect: Miss 
Eunice Keen, Lakeland Senior High 
School, Lakeland 

Secretary-Treasurer: Mrs. Iris Owens, Di- 
rector of Instructional Materials, Pa- 
nama City 

Reporter: Mrs. June Haschka, Collier 
County Public Library, Naples 


Mrs. Sara Srygley, Program Chairman, in- 
troduced Miss Nora Beust, formerly Special- 
ist in School and Children’s Libraries, United 
States Office of Education, who spoke on 
“Cooperation between School and Public 
Libraries.” Dorothy Hansen, Public Library 
Specialist, Florida State Library, gave “1958- 
59 Highlights in Developments of Public 
Library Services to Children and Young 
People in Florida.” Audrey Newman, Con- 
sultant in Instructional Materials, Florida 
State Department of Education, told of the 
“1958-59 Highlights in Developments of 
School Library Services in Florida.” 

Mrs. Edmonds, the FLA representative on 
the State Planning Council for the White 
House Conference on Education, made a 
motion that the Section appropriate an 
amount of money, not to exceed $20, to be 
placed at the disposal of the persons who 
will work on a library project to be part of 
the planning for the White House Confer- 
ence. The motion was seconded and carried. 

The meeting was then recessed for lunch. 








The afternoon session was resumed at 2:00 
p.m. 


Author-illustrator, Ann Kirn, Assistant 
Professor of Art, Florida State University, 
spoke on “My Experience with The Leopard 
on a String.” Miss Beust closed the meeting 
with a discussion of “Interesting Books for 
Children and Young People. 1958-59.” 


Respectfully submitted, 
Carolyn W. Carter, 
Secretary 


Trustees Seetion 


Judge Ora L. Wildermuth, President of 
the Trustees Section, called the meeting to 
order in Parlors A and B of the McAllister 
Hotel, at 10:00 a.m., April 10, 1959. 


The Secretary-Treasurer read the minutes 
of the previous meeting held in Orlando. The 
minutes were approved as read. It was re- 
ported that the section had $15.20 in the 
treasury. 


A short business session was held, and 
Mrs. Reba Engler Daner, Chairman of the 
Miami Beach Board of Trustees, was ap- 
pointed to be the official delegate to the 
convention of the American Association of 
Library Trustees, in Washington, D. C., June 
22, 1959. Mrs. Winston J. Rogers was ap- 
pointed alternate delegate. 


A very interesting panel discussion with 
good audience participation followed. Mrs. 
Rogers, Chairman of the Board of the 
Suwannee River Regional Library, headed 
the panel which discussed “The Management, 
Advantages and Disadvantages of Joint Li- 
braries.” 


Miss Clara Wendel, Orlando, Mrs. Vir- 
ginia Grazier, Gainesville, Leon Berger, 
Okeechobee, and Thomas Dreier, St. Peters- 
burg, did a splendid job in giving answers to 
questions and purposing many problems to 
be solved by the fast expanding public li- 
brary program in Florida. 


Mr. Dreier stressed the importance of an 
active Friends of the Library program. Miss 
Wendel explained the progress made in Or- 
lando in city-county co-operation with em- 
phasis on the bookmobile service to rural 
areas. 


The Nominating Committee’s report was 
accepted and a unanimous ballot was cast by 
the Secretary for the following slate: 

President: Mrs. Winston J. Rogers, Live 

Oak 


Vice-president: Mrs. Jack Daner, Miami 
Beach 


Secretary-Treasurer: Mrs. Bennie Adams, 
Jasper 


Mrs. Joe Farrington, of the State Library 
Board, stressed the importance of member- 
ship in the ALA Trustees section and set as 
a goal that she wanted at least one trustee 
from each local board as a member of the 
Trustees Section of ALA. 


A note of thanks was given to Judge Wil- 
dermuth for the splendid manual he wrote 
on the duties of library trustees. It was re- 
ported that this manual had been widely 
read and well received, not only in Florida, 
but in other states as well. 


The new President, Mrs. Rogers, made a 
few remarks regarding her goals in office 
which included strengthening the Trustees 
Section by increased membership in the 
Florida Library Association. 


There being no further business, the meet- 
ing was adjourned. 


Respectfully submitted, 
Benjamin G. Parks 
Secretary-Treasurer 


Publie Libraries Section 


The Public Libraries Section of the Flor- 
ida Library Association met in the Biscayne 
Room of the McAllister Hotel, at 10:00 
a.m., on Friday, April 10, 1959, with Mrs. 
Helga Eason, Chairman, presiding. A mo- 
tion was made and seconded that the min- 
utes of the last meeting not be read. It was 
approved. The treasurer’s report was given 
and filed for audit. 


At this point the Workshop on Public 
Library Problems was begun. Eleven tables 
with a consultant and a recorder at each 
table were set up. Problems of publicity, 
radio, reference work, trustees, Friends of 
the Library, bookmobiles, cataloging, etc. 
were under discussion. Participation by each 
member of the group was stressed. At the 
end of an hour and a half period, the re- 
corder from each group was given a two 
minute period in which to summarize the 
discussion of his group. 

The Nominating Committee through its 
Chairman, Oscar Everhart, presented the 
following names for officers of the section. 


Chairman: Mrs. Virginia O. Grazier, 
Gainesville Public Library. 

Secretary-Treasurer: Mrs. Eugenia Whe- 
lan, Hollywood Public Library. 


They were accepted by acclamation. 








There being no further business, the meet- 
ing was adjourned at noon. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Oscar C. Everhart 
Secretary-Treasurer 


Reference Roundtable 


Miss Lucille Higgs, Chairman, called the 
Reference Roundtable to order in the Bis- 
cayne Room of the McAllister Hotel, at 
2:00 p.m., April 10, 1959. 

The topic for discussion was “Reference 
Work in Florida—A Resume.” Each panel 
participant discussed reference work and 
problems in a given type of library: 


Public: Miss Ruth Marshall, State Library, 
Tallahassee. 


School: Mrs. Lois Pilson, Miami Shores 
Elementary School, Miami. 


College and University: Mrs. Helen Leg- 
ette, North Florida Junior College, 
Madison. 


Special: Mr. John Ische, The J. Hillis Mil- 
ler Health Center Library, University 
of Florida, Gainesville. 


It was voted to dispense with the reading 
of the minutes of the last meeting. The treas- 
urer’s report was read showing a balance of 
$16.46. 


Early in the year Miss Higgs had ap- 
pointed a Constitution Committee: Frances 
Apperson, Margaret Chapman, and Nancy 
Bird, Chairman. In the absence of the mem- 
bers of this committee, Miss Frances Mun- 
son read the proposed constitution. It was 
accepted unanimously. A copy of the con- 
stitution will be sent to the Reference Service 
Division of ALA for approval. 

Mrs. Pauline D. Weedon, Chairman of the 
Nominating Committee, presented the fol- 
lowing slate of officers: 


Chairman: Mrs. Ara K. Atherton, Albert- 
son Public Library, Orlando 


Vice-chairman and Chairman-elect: Mrs. 
Felicia W. Traxler, Extension Di- 
vision, University of Florida, Gaines- 
ville 


Secretary-Treasurer: Mr. James H. Renz, 
Florida Collection, Miami Public Li- 
brary 


The slate was accepted unanimously. 
Miss Jo Kennedy asked for signatures of 
those interested in petitioning the Reference 
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Services Division of ALA for chapter status 
for the Reference Section of the Southeastern 
Library Association. 
Dues for the fiscal year 1959-60 were pay- 
able. Twenty-one registered and paid dues. 
As there was no further business, the 
meeting was adjourned. 


Jo Kennedy 
Acting Secretary 


Catalogers Roundtable 


The eleventh meeting of the Florida Cat- 
alogers’ Roundtable was held at 2:00 p.m., 
April 10, 1959, in the Sun Room of the 
McAllister Hotel. Mrs. Helen Purdy, Vice- 
chairman, presided in the absence of Miss 
Eunice Keen, Chairman. Mrs. Lynn D. Rahn 
acted as Secretary-Treasurer in the place of 
Miss Suzanne Massonneau. Fifty-seven 
members and guests were present. 


The minutes of the previous meeting were 
approved as published. The treasurer’s re- 
port was read and approved. 


A report of the membership drive indi- 
cated eleven renewals and twenty-five new 
members. 

An amendment to the by-laws recom- 
mended by the Executive Board was pre- 
sented by the Chairman. It was approved 
unanimously. Article 3 and Article 8 are 
now revised by Article 14: 


Membership and Dues 


Any person in Florida interested in 
cataloging and classification may become 
a member of the regional group upon 
payment of annual dues of twenty-five 
cents. The membership year for the group 
shall be the calendar year. 


Mrs. Emmie Hayes presented the report 
of the Nominating Committee. There were 
no nominations from the floor, and the 
following slate was elected unanimously: 


Vice-chairman and Chairman-elect: Miss 
Sara McCook, St. Petersburg Public 
Library 


Secretary-Treasurer: Miss Carol 
Miami Public Library 


Stone, 


The prograth was then introduced by Mrs. 
Purdy. Miss Elizabeth Peeler, Head of the 
Catalog Department, University of Miami, 
spoke briefly on “Cataloging in Nigeria.” 
This was followed by a panel discussion en- 
titled: “What a Card Catalog Should Con- 
sist of in Order to Meet the Need of—” 
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Order librarian: Miss Martha Frances 
Smith, Order Department, Florida 
State University, Tallahassee 

Circulation librarian: Mrs. Jane M. Neel, 
Assistant Circulation Librarian, Sara- 
sota Public Library 


Reference librarian: Miss Eleanor Miller, 
Senior Assistant Reference Librarian, 
Jacksonville Public Library 


Readers’ assistant: Mrs. Madeline S. Rif- 
fey, Assistant Circulation Librarian, 
University of Miami. 


The meeting adjourned at 3:30 p.m. 
Respectfully submitted, 
Lynn D. Rahn, 
Acting Secretary-Treasurer 


General Business Session 


The fourth general session of the thirty- 
sixth annual meeting of the Florida Library 
Association was called to order by the Presi- 
dent, Dr. Archie L. McNeal, at 9:10 a.m., 
April 11, 1959, in the Biscayne Room of the 
McAllister Hotel. 


He welcomed those in attendance, and 
announced that the election of officers would 
be moved to the first item on the agenda. 
Ballots had been distributed as the members 
entered the room. Dr. McNeal requested that 
only members vote, but stated that institu- 
tional ballots could also be cast. Stanley West 
and Elizabeth Peeler served as tellers. 


While the ballots were being counted, the 
regular business was continued. A question 
was asked about absentee voting and dis- 
cussion ensued. Dr. McNeal pointed out that 
a discussion of voting by mail was on the 
agenda for the Executive Board meeting. 
Mrs. Jewel Garvin moved that an absentee 
ballot be counted if transportation interfered 
with balloting in the regular election. The 
motion was seconded. After further discus- 
sion, it was defeated. 


Dr. McNeal called for committee reports. 
The Constitution Committee had no report. 
The Committee on an Officers’ Manual sub- 
mitted a brief report stating that the manual 
had been completed and distributed. The 
report of the Legislative Committee had been 
given by its chairman, Verna Nistendirk, in 
the form of the address at the opening gen- 
eral session. Miss Nistendirk reemphasized 
the necessity for FLA members to contact 
their legislators at the time the Bill was 
introduced. 


Mrs. Betty Lunnon, Chairman of the Com- 
mittee on Liaison with FEA, reported on a 
successful workshop at Lakeland, and the 


publication of notices in a Newsletter. She 
recommended the continuance of the latter. 
Fred Bryant rose to commend Mrs. Lunnon 
for securing FLA memberships among the 
school librarians. 

Miss Phyllis Gray, Chairman of the Mem- 
bership Committee, reported 578 members. 
Mr. Bryant added that there had been 378 
paid registrations at the convention. 

Mrs. May Edmonds presented the report 
of the Recruitment Committee, and called 
attention to its display near the Registration 
desk in the hotel lobby. 


Dr. Frank Sessa, Chairman of the Trustee 
Citation Committee, awarded the 1959 ci- 
tation to Mrs. Winston J. Rogers, Chairman 
of the Board of the Suwannee River Region- 
al Library, Live Oak. 


Dr. McNeal appointed William S. Frieze 
and Miss Charlotte Anne Thompson to serve 
as an Auditing Committee for the Treasurer’s 
books. 


Oscar Everhart presented the report of the 
Resolutions Committee, which was composed 
of Miss Kay Thompson, Miss Jo Kennedy 
and Mr. Everhart, Chairman. 


Under new business, Dr. McNeal pre- 
sented a letter from ALA inviting Florida to 
participate in a luncheon Thursday, June 
25th, during ALA in Washington, honoring 
the members of Congress. The Executive 
Board recommended that FLA entertain the 
Florida Senators and Representatives. Mr. 
Thomas Dreier moved that this be done. 
Phyllis Gray seconded the motion, which 
carried. Dr. McNeal pointed out that the 
incoming president and the ALA councillor 
would be official hosts, but that other FLA 
members could and should attend at their 
own expense. He requested those who would 
do so to make their reservations with the 
new president. 

The Executive Board had also recom- 
mended that FLA reconsider the action by 
which it had banned meal functions during 
the conventions. Mr. Dreier moved that the 
action be rescinded. Mr. Elliott Hardaway 
seconded the motion. After a brief discus- 
sion, the motion carried. 

Mrs. Betty Service announced that the 
winner of the treasure hunt in the exhibits 
area on Thursday was Miss Clara Wendel. 


Miss Maryadaleen Aughe extended an in- 
vitation for the 1961 convention to be in 
Fort Lauderdale. Decision rests with the 
Board. 


The results of the election were announced. 
Dr. Dorothy Dodd moved that the ballots 
be destroyed. The newly elected officers were 
introduced: 
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President: Dr. Frank Sessa, Miami Public 
Library 

Vice-president and President-elect: Elliott 
Hardaway, University of South Flor- 
ida, Tampa 

Secretary: Miss Audrey Newman, State 

Department of Education, Tallahassee 


Treasurer: Miss Margaret Strassler, Mon- 
roe County Department of Education, 
Key West 

ALA Councillor: Dr. Archie L. McNeal, 
University of Miami 


The retiring section chairmen were re- 
quested to introduce the new section officers. 


Dr. McNeal thanked all committee mem- 
bers and officers, and then turned the meet- 
ing over to Dr. Sessa, the new President. Dr. 
Sessa congratulated the association on having 
completed a successful year, particularly in 
having prepared the state aid bill. He prom- 
ised conscientious work on the part of the 
new Officers, and declared the meeting ad- 
journed at 10:20 a.m. 


Minutes of the New 
Executive Board 


Dr. Frank Sessa, President, called the 
meeting to order at 11 a.m., April 11, 1959, 
in the Havana Room of the McAllister Ho- 
tel. Others present were Elliott Hardaway. 
Audrey Newman, Margaret Strassler, A. L. 
McNeal, Helen Keefe, Dorothy Dodd, Grace 
Rayfuse, Lynn Walker and Sara Rogers (vot- 
ing members); Fred Bryant, Executive Secre- 
tary, Elizabeth Peeler, Editor of FLORIDA 
LIBRARIES, and Clara Wendel, SELA 
Representative, non-voting members. Jewel 
Garvin represented Virginia Grazier, Chair- 
man of the Public Libraries Section. 

Dr. Sessa asked for consideration of com- 
mittee memberships. It was suggested that the 
present membership of both the Legislative 
and the Library Development committees 
remain unchanged until after the State Legis- 
lature had adjourned. Dr. Sessa asked Dr. 
McNeal to take his place on these com- 
mittees, and he accepted. Discussion followed 
about several specific committees, but the 
composition of all committees will be an- 
nounced by the president later. 

Lynn Walker brought up the matter of 
balloting by mail. Dr. Sessa asked Grace 
Rayfuse, Dorothy Dodd and Mr. Walker to 
serve as a committee to investigate this pos- 
sibility and report to the Board. 

Dr. McNeal then presented recommenda- 
tions from the previous board. He pointed 
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out that Helga Eason and Clara Wendel will 
attend the Institute on Library Service to an 
Aging Population, to be held by the Adult 
Services Division at the Washington ALA, 
and that a representative from FLA was to 
be appointed, so that one of them could be 
designated. 


The details of the luncheon for Congress- 
men to be held during ALA in Washington 
were then discussed. Dr. Sessa agreed to get 
out letters of invitation immediately, with 
carbons of all correspondence to be sent to 
Mr. Bryant’s office. 


Choice of a meeting place for 1961 was 
deferred until the next board meeting. 


Miss Peeler asked that the board assist in 
the selection of a business manager for 
FLORIDA LIBRARIES. Dr. McNeal sug- 
gested that a commission on advertising be 
authorized as an incentive for an advertis- 
ing manager. It was moved that a 15% com- 
mission be offered. The motion was seconded 
and carried. Dr. Sessa offered to help in lo- 
cating someone. 


Mr. Walker presented a request from the 
College and Special Libraries Section for 
consideration of forming a Special Libraries 
sub-group. It was pointed out that the Con- 
stitution requires a formal petition, so the 
matter was referred back to the executive 
board of the section. 


Mr. Walker then said he felt that not 
enough recognition was given to past presi- 
dents of the association, even though they 
do serve three years on the Executive Board. 
There was a discussion of the idea, but no 
motion was forthcoming. 


Meeting adjourned at 12:30 p.m. 


At press time, HB344 and SBI176, the 
library development bills, are in aprto- 
priation committees. Hearing dates have 
not been set. Senators Ed Price, Philip 
Beall and Bart Knight introduced the 
bill in the Senate. Representatives Rob- 
ert Mann, Mrs. Beth Johnson and George 
Hollahan introduced it in the House. 


The House sub-committee reported our 
bill out of committee with a “do not 


pass’ because they felt that funds would 
not be available. This lack of funds is 


the chief obstacle. If any additional 
funds are available after general oper- 
ating expenditures are provided, we have 
good prospects. 

Whatever the outcome, be sure to 
thank your legislator for his interest for 
we will be at it again next session. If 
this bill passes, further funds will be 
needed as the library program develops. 
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REPORT of the 


Trustee’s Citation 


Committee 


The Florida Library Association is proud 
to award a “Certificate of Merit” to Mrs. 
Winston J. Rogers, Chairman of the Board 
of the Suwannee River Regional Library, 
Live Oak, Florida. 

For many years Mrs. Rogers has devoted 
her time and energies unceasingly to the de- 
velopment of a city, a county, and finally a 
regional library for her area. Among the 
outstanding accomplishments performed by 
Mrs. Rogers in 1958 are: 

1. As Chairman of the Board she over- 
came divisions and misunderstandings in 
local government in Florida’s first region- 
al library. 
2. She cemented permanently relations be- 
tween library board members and county 
Officials, thereby establishing a firm foun- 
dation for the development and growth of 
a successful Suwannee River Regional 
Library. Without her pioneering and trail- 
blazing in these counties, the multi-county 
region would never have materialized. 
3. Her persevering contacts with officers 
of civic and service clubs and with county 
officials led the way for their entrance in 
the region. 
4. She planned and presided over a seven- 
county library trustees workshop which 
was attended by county commissioners, 
state legislature representatives, school 
superintendents and other community 
leaders representing the seven counties. 

5. She was a principal speaker at a work- 

shop in central Florida held for the pur- 

pose of instructing a tri-county unit on the 
value of a regional library. 

6. She is a resource speaker for the state- 

aid bill which she has unstintingly upheld 

and supported. 

7. She has stimulated sufficient interest in 

Suwannee and Lafayette County Com- 

missioners to result in their going to the 

surrounding counties to promote regional 
library interest. Gilchrist and Hamilton 

Counties have already joined the library 

region and it is likely that Columbia and 

Taylor Counties will soon follow the same 

pattern. 

As one of our State Senators has said, “If 
every county had a Sara Rogers, Florida 
would rank first in public library service in- 
stead of thirty-seventh.” 


FLORIDA LIBRARIES 
JOURNAL OF THE FLORIDA LIBRARY 
ASSOCIATION 
FINANCIAL REPORT 


Volume 9, April 3, 1958 - March 31, 1959 
ASSETS 


Cash balance, April 3, 1958 $ 410.57 
Deposits through March 31, 1959: 
Advertising ............ $1203.36 
Subscriptions .......... 53.50 
F.L.A. Allotment 
(Memberships) ...... 413.25 
State Library subsidy ... 400.00 
Accounts due: 
Advertising, 
March 1959 issue .... 772.00 
F.L.A. Allotment 
(Memberships, 550 
Oy WOOP visevccet.s 412.50 
$3254.61 
$3254.61 
Total $3665.18 
LIABILITIES 


Accounts paid: 
Printing, including travel 
to Convention Press, 
Jacksonville ......... $1927.17 
Communication (Postage, 
Telephone, Telegraph, 


mailing journal) ..... 62.57 
Office expense and 
miscellaneous ....... 53.10 
Advertising soliciting, 
including travel ...... 88.00 
Accounts outstanding: 
Convention Press for 
March 1959 issue .... 650.72 
$2781.56 
Total $2781.56 
BALANCE $ 883.62 


OF SPECIAL INTEREST 


Florida Historical Reprints, Gainesville, 
Florida, has recently published a facsimile 
of a sixty-page pamphlet, Columbia County, 
Florida; Advantages and Attractions, Cli- 
mate, Soil, Health, and General Features, 
Products and Industries . . . Season 1889-90. 
Copies may be obtained from the Florida 
Book Store, Inc., 1638 West University 
Avenue, Gainesville, Florida. Price, $2.50. 

In 1959 the Bureau of Indian Affairs, De- 
partment of the Interior, published the Cor- 
porate Charter of the Seminole Tribe of 
Florida, Ratified August 21, 1957 and the 
Constitution and Bylaws of the Seminole 
Tribe of Florida, Ratified August 21, 1957. 
Interested libraries should write to the 
Bureau, Washington, D. C. 


13 








Nistendirke- (conrad from Page 5) 
fied to get the most out of materials at 
hand. Not every library school graduate 
is highly competent, but good training 
is one important measurement. In Flor- 
ida, only 40 of the 142 public libraries 
have trained librarians on their staffs. 
Not more than twelve or fifteen of these 
libraries have specialists in such areas 
of service as reference, cataloging and 
children’s services. Six of the forty have 
part time trained librarians, often peo- 
ple who came here for retirement jobs. 
We are lucky to be able to attract such 
people. 


Buildings Vary 


Library buildings in Florida range 
from Miami’s beautiful and well op- 
erated plant across the street to the 
discarded jail houses used in Madison 
and in Mayo. Too many of our libraries 
have been long outgrown and over 
crowded. We are constructing new 
buildings in Fort Lauderdale, Holly- 
wood, Key West, Lake Wales and Plant 
City. We have just dedicated a new 
building in Winter Park; we are getting 
new additions in Sarasota, Maitland, 
Melbourne and Fort Pierce. We have a 
number of buildings that are still quite 
new. We also have a number of com- 
pletely inadequate buildings that must 
be replaced, enlarged or reconverted 
before additional services can be given. 
Jacksonville reports 310,952 books in 
their library system, with some of them 
stored, some in an art museum, and 
some on the shelves. Orlando and St. 
Petersburg must discard a book for 
each one purchased. West Palm Beach 
says their building may fall down over 
their heads some of these days. 

The Library Services Act brought a 
limited amount of federal funds for 
rural library development in Florida. 
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We believe the results of the use of that 
money have been excellent. Three years 
ago, we had three counties providing 
county-wide bookmobile service. Ten 
counties now provide county-wide serv- 
ice, with four of those counties com- 
prising two regions. If anyone here 
wants to know how a regional library 
works, ask Sara Rogers, President of 
the Board, and Hank Blasick, librarian 
of the Suwannee River Region, for a 
description. They can tell you! 

We attribute this fine start in rural 
library development to the Library 
Services Act, but these funds will soon 
expire. The Florida Plan makes them 
available to counties for rural library 
service for a two-year period only. We 
believe there will be more applicants 
than funds for the next fiscal year. At 
the end of 1961 the grant period will 
be over and then we will be without 
this federal establishment grant money. 
Whether you believe in using federal 
funds or not is beside the point, it has 
certainly given Florida a boost. But we 
need something more than a one time 
boost. 


No Libraries 


Seventeen Florida counties have no 
library of any sort within their boun- 
daries. These are all small counties, 
many of them in north Florida, with a 
combined population just equal to that 
of Orange County, the county served by 
the Orlando Public Library. There are 
many areas in which a municipal li- 
brary, or several municipal libraries, 
are trying inadequately to serve the sur- 
rounding country without enough 
money to pay for that service. Seven 
counties in Florida expend 82% of all 
public library funds. Of those seven, 
Orange County alone has service to its 
entire population. Broward, Dade, Du- 
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val, Hillsborough, Palm Beach and 
Pinellas Counties have thousands of 
people without access to any public li- 
brary of their own. 


Florida’s Contrasts 


I have just given you an overview of 
the status of public libraries in Florida. 
Let’s look at the state from the view- 
point of its potentialities. Florida is 
indeed a state of contrasts. County pop- 
ulations, according to the 1957 esti- 
mates released by the University of 
Florida, range from 829,000 for Dade 
to 2,400 for Glades. Twenty of the 
sixty-seven counties have fewer than 
10,000 people. Property valuations 
vary from 100% to 30% of true value. 
Twelve counties can not legally levy a 
rate, Or appropriate enough money, to 
yield 50c per capita. Only twenty-five 
of the sixty-seven can receive from tax 
sources more than $1.00 per capita. On 
this basis you can understand that for- 
mulating a realistic bill for library sup- 
port that would have some chance of 
getting through the legislature was not 
easy. First of all, such a bill had to 
promote good libraries. In addition, it 
had to provide some sort of a formula 
that could work for large and small 
counties, that would encourage the 
joining together of municipalities and 
counties to give better service to all but 
at the expense of neither, and it had to 
give some boost to those places with 
low ability to pay. However, with the 
inadequacies in real property valua- 
tions it just could not be tied to assess- 
ments. 

Your committee, Miss Clara Wen- 
del, Dr. Frank Sessa and I, along with 
our president, Dr. McNeal, met a num- 
ber of times. We started to work right 
after FLA in April last year. Basically 
the principles of our bill were prepared 


at a day long meeting in Orlando early 
in June and criticized at a meeting in 
San Francisco during ALA the last of 
June. We had another short session in 
Miami when the Development Com- 
mittee met there and I believe we have 
an unusual record—perfect attendance 
at all meetings. We have also had a 
great deal of correspondence and a 
number of telephone calls. The various 
government agencies have been most 
generous with their help. The Honor- 
able Ralph Turlington has been an ex- 
cellent guide and critic, and Miss 
Dorothy Dodd, State Librarian, has 
advised and helped us. None of us are 
entirely happy about all phases of the 
bill but we honestly believe that it is 
a good one and that it will really help 
Florida’s libraries. 


How Much Money? 


When your committee met, they first 
considered the amount of money 
needed by a library to establish and 
continue giving any kind of reasonably 
good service. We all believe in ALA 
standards but we know that most of 
Florida’s libraries are not able to start 
on a budget of at least $100,000. A 
library improvement committee from 
another state decided that $40,000 was 
the lowest possible amount on which a 
library could operate and give reason- 
ably good service. Their reasons and 
their operating budget looked good to 
us. But when we tried to see how such 
a’ plan weuld operate in Florida, it 
simply was not feasible. 

We found that more than four coun- 
ties would have to join forces in a 
number of places in order to raise 
$40,000. We sincerely hope that more 
than four will want to cooperate, but 
we do not think they ought to have to 
wait until four get together to get any 
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Top left: Newly elected officers: Seated: Margaret 
Strassler, Treasurer; Audrey Newman, Secretary. 
Back row: Archie McNeal, ALA Councillor; 
Frank Sessa, President, and Elliott Hardaway, 
Vice-President and President-elect. 


Top center: Executive Board, 1959-60. 


Top right: School and Children’s Section leaders: 
Elizabeth Stephens, retiring chairman; Nora Beust, 
speaker at both morning and afternoon sessions; 
and Grace Rayfuse, Chairman, 1959-60. 


Below left:First and Second General Session speak- 
ers: Verna Nistendirk shows Emerson Greenaway 
the area included in the Suwannee River region. 


Below right: President McNeal presents Trustee 
Citation to Mrs. Winston J. Rogers for her work in 
sparking the formation of the Suwannee River §@ 
region. 
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help at all. Assessed valuations and 
geography stymied us until at last the 
committee agreed that $20,000 as an 
operating budget from all local sources 
would have to be accepted. In some 
instances, three counties will have to 
join together to raise even that. 


County or City 


Some of you may be surprised that 
we talk continually about counties when 
most of our libraries are municipally 
operated. In Florida, municipal boun- 
daries exclude huge portions of their 
own suburban population from library 
service. Furthermore, throughout the 
nation, municipalities are finding that 
their tax base is too small to pay for 
the kind of libraries needed. The county 
is the only political unit in Florida that 
takes in all the people, hence the de- 
cision to help libraries develop on a 
county or a multi-county basis. 

Furthermore, to take advantage of 
all our library assets, municipalities and 
counties should be encouraged, not 
forced, to work together. For example, 
Gainesville had a lovely small building, 
about 20,000 books and an alert staff. 
When Alachua County decided to pro- 
vide library service for its people, it 
wisely decided to make use of these 
assets and contract with the city. Since 
county funds came from county resi- 
dents including those who live within 
the city limits, the residents of Gaines- 
ville will expect to receive increasingly 
improved services. This year they may 
not be able to tell the difference be- 
cause of unusual rural purchases, but 
they will by next year. 

Through cooperation, all local funds 
are used to an advantage and yield 
increased services to all. 

Your legislative committee decided 
that all local operating funds in a library 
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unit might be used for matching pur- 
poses as long as a county was part of 
this unit. At least $20,000 must be 
accrued locally before the state would 
be obligated to help. Then the state 
would provide not more than 25% of 
the funds. 

In other words, if Suwannee, Lafay- 
ette, Gilchrist and Hamilton Counties 
together put up $20,000 the state would 
then provide an amount not to exceed 
$5,000 to aid them. If they put up 
$28,000 the state would provide not 
more than $7,000. This could be from 
county funds or any combination of 
county and municipal funds. But any 
single county in that regional library 
system might be eligible for an ad- 
ditional sum if it has a low ability to 
pay. For instance, if its ability to pay 
according to the State Department of 
Education’s Minimum Foundation for- 
mula is less than $1.00 per capita, it 
might be able to command some ad- 
ditional equalization funds providing 
the state appropriations were large 
enough to take care of full grants. But 
the county would not be eligible for 
equalization unless it provided either 
the full amount allowed by law or $1.00 
per capita, whichever is lesser. The 
state would have no obligation to pro- 
vide an equalization grant unless the 
county from all sources provided an 
amount equal to its legal taxing limit. 


Incentive Grants 


In addition to the problems of the 
small and poor counties, there is a 
great need for incentive grants to help 
the larger and richer counties provide 
service for all their people. We know 
that it would be possible for some of 
these areas to provide sufficient funds 
to give superior service if they wished 
to do so. But in order to make the state 
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grants help those who need it most, it 
was decided to put a ceiling on the 
operating grants of 25c per capita. 

One danger of the plan is that larger 
and richer counties might not wish to 
contract with smaller and poorer coun- 
ties. We recognized that danger but felt 
that it might be better to let the bill 
stand as it is today and amend it later 
if the need has shown up in actual 
practice. 


Standards to be Set 

Reasonable and pertinent standards 
for grants would be set up by the State 
Library Board. These have not yet been 
formulated but would cover such re- 
quirements as a legally established pub- 
lic library, free service to the citizens 
of the area, etc. 

You have the bill in your registration 
envelope. Read it and be able to talk 
about it when you get home. The re- 
quested sum of $450,000 for the bien- 
nium is our best estimate of the 
requirements for those libraries now 
operating and those contemplated for 
immediate establishment. A large num- 
ber of counties are working all the way 
from Pensacola and Escambia County 
to Key West and Monroe County. 

If the bill passes and the appropria- 
tions are so small that maximum grants 
are not allowable, all grants would be 
prorated on a basis of maximum grants 
allowable. One fifth of the total amount 
would be set aside for equalization 
grants and the moneys not spent for 
equalization would revert to the operat- 
ing grant fund. 

The Library Development Commit- 
tee has been busy making plans. Three 
area meetings were held, in St. Peters- 
burg, Gainesville and Miami. Material 
was prepared and distributed to every 
public library, every legislative candi- 


date and every legislator, each county 
commissioner, every Woman’s Club 
president, the twelve district PTA pres- 
idents and all weekly newspapers. 

The Florida Federation of Garden 
Clubs has passed a resolution endors- 
ing this specific proposed bill. The 
number one plank of the PTA action 
platform is adequately expanded library 
services for the citizens of the state. 
Most important of all, the big project 
of the Florida Federation of Woman’s 
Clubs is library improvement. Mrs. C. 
L. Menser, Federation President, has 
called this their bill, and they expect to 
stand solidly behind it. Mrs. Sara Sryg- 
ley, Library Service Chairman for the 
Florida Federation, has planned care- 
fully and worked diligently to gain 
support for the bill. 


Now the Legislature 

What of the status of the legislature? 
We are neither prophets nor sooth- 
sayers. We are well aware of the econ- 
omy drive. But we believe there is a 
good chance of passage. The Honor- 
able Robert Mann of Hillsborough 
County will introduce the bill in the 
House. Senator Ed Price of Bradenton 
will introduce and Senator Bart Knight 
of Blountstown will help introduce the 
bill in the Senate. We do not have the 
support among the Senators that we 
have in the House for the simple reason 
that we have spent most of our effort 
on the House this year. In the past, the 
Senate has been more receptive to li- 
brary improvement than the House. 
Will you please pay especial attention 
to your Senators in the work you do on 
behalf of this bill? Letters and tele- 
grams, personal conversations all bear 
weight, but most of all, just the right 
person approaching the legislator is 
most important. Form letters and tele- 
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grams giving no good reason for sup- 
port of a bill are of no value at all. 


I am sure that you have read the 
papers and you know that Governor 
Collins deplored the lack of rural li- 
brary facilities in his message to the 
legislature. He said it showed a “lack 
of progress which is unbecoming to our 
state.” He recommended that $250,000 
be allocated for county libraries for the 
biennium. 


In spite of the fact that all spade 


THE 


Executive 
SECRETARY 


by FRED BRYANT 

Librarians who want to invite FLA to 
meet in their city for the 1961 annual con- 
vention (We meet in Clearwater, March 31- 
April 2, 1960) should extend invitations by 
July 1, 1959, to Fred Bryant, Executive Sec- 
retary, Health Center Library, University of 
Florida, Gainesville. The site will be chosen 
at the October 1959 Executive Board meet- 
ing. Time must be allowed for inspection of 
the various cities and their convention fa- 
cilities prior to this Board meeting. It is 
customary to have an invitation from the 
Head of a library and an invitation from the 
Convention Bureau of the city. 

Membership in FLA has now reached the 
610 figure and probably will increase during 
the next few months by twenty-five or thirty 
members. This is the largest membership we 
have ever had. The Trustees Section, with 
Mrs. Sara Bryan Rogers as Chairman, is 
conducting a campaign among trustees in 
Florida to increase its section membership. 
If the other sections of FLA will follow suit 
our membership should reach a much larger 
mark than ever before. 

Will all Section and Roundtable chairmen 
and all Committee chairmen begin thinking 
now about programs and reports which will 
be needed for the Clearwater convention in 
1960. It takes at least a year to plan an effec- 
tive program or to accomplish a project for 
which a report would be due. Let’s have a 
good convention next year by planning well 
in advance. 
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work must be done before the legis- 
lators convene, advisors say that letters 
and telegrams at the crucial moment, 
especially from the right people, have 
changed the fate of many a bill. We are 
not planning to have a lobbyist, but we 
are asking for support, from you and 
from other citizens. The sponsors of 
our bill will use their sense of timing 
and we want action from you—prompt 
action, if it is needed. This can be the 
year and the session that make library 
history for Florida. 


Editor’s 
NOTES 


Thanks to all Section secretaries for sup- 
plying the minutes so promptly. If you have 
not returned the questionnaire from your 
FLA registration envelope, please do so 
now. 

We have ads from fifteen reliable firms 
in this issue. Please give them your support 
and say you saw their ad in FLORIDA 
LIBRARIES: Associated Libraries; Dobbs 
Brothers Library Binding Co.; Doubleday 
& Co.; Charles M. Gardner & Co.; Gaylord 
Bros., Inc.; The Georgia News Co.; The 
H. R. Huntting Co.; Walter J. Johnson, 
Inc.; Library Service Company; Thomas F. 
Moroney Co.; National Library Binding Co. 
of Georgia; New Method Book Bindery, 
Inc.; Don R. Phillips; Remington Rand; Uni- 
versal-Dixie Bindery. 

The Editor is entirely inexperienced and 
untrained and is learning on the job. The 
ways of type and printers make up a hard 
first lesson. Since we were changing the 
format as well as the editor and printer, 
type sizes and styles had to be chosen and 
a design formulated for the book. It was 
disconcerting to say the least to have the 
page size grow inexplicably from 44 to 46 
picas after the dummy had been made up. 

We initiate three new columns in this 
issue. The Executive Secretary will hence- 
forth present official announcements in his 
column. 

Florida Books and Authors will be fea- 
tured in book reviews in two columns: adult 
books by Mary McRory, and children’s 
books by May H. Edmonds. 








Greenaway- (Cont'd from Page 4) 

The manner in which much of pub- 
lic library service in this country is 
organized at the present, will not allow 
us to meet this demand. It is impossible 
for existing libraries to cope with the 
demand engendered by the burgeoning 
population and the new thirst for 
knowledge so evident on every side. 
We are in the position of the man try- 
ing to paint the Golden Gate Bridge 
with a toothbrush—in order to catch 
up, we'll have to cover more area more 
efficiently and rapidly. In short, we'll 
have to develop systems of library serv- 
ice designed to do the job in front of 
us or we'll have to abandon the con- 
cept of service which has been built up 
over the years by generations of able 
men and women. 


Cooperation Essential 

Library systems depend on coopera- 
tion, and here is where we run into a 
hurdle just as great, if not greater, than 
the matter of finances. In the region | 
know best, for example, that around 
Philadelphia, the natural trading area 
centering in our city includes northern 
Delaware and western central New Jer- 
sey as well as eastern Pennsylvania. 
Logically, if you were starting from 
scratch, you would set up a library 
system centered in the Philadelphia- 
Camden area, with service extended 
through regional libraries, community 
libraries and bookmobiles throughout 
the Delaware Valley. But we are deal- 
ing here with state lines, a factor which 
also brings the Federal Government 
into the picture. Any group which 
would be trying to bring library service 
on a modern scale to this area, whether 
they be citizens or librarians, would 
find themselves facing not only the 


many municipal governments involved, 
not only the state legislature of Penn- 
sylvania, but the state legislatures of 
Delaware and New Jersey and the 
United States Congress itself. _ 

With situations like this facing us 
all over the nation, how then are we 
to put into effect a workable system of 
interconnected libraries, a system which 
is imperative if we are to have modern 
library service? There is really only 
one answer, and I grant you it is a 
difficult one: a loose system of co- 
operation between libraries, based on 
a definite plan previously agreed upon 
by the majority of libraries in any given 
area. It is in most cases impossible to 
have a system integrated organization- 
ally and legally so as to have all final 
administrative control vested in one 
center. I doubt that we would want it 
that way. There is a curse to bigness. 
When I say a loose system I do not 
mean that the system should have in 
any sense loose cooperation, but only 
loose formal or legal ties, an essential 
if you’re going to get the system off the 
ground. 


Librarians and Citizens 

When you get right down to think- 
ing of a plan such as this, there are 
usually two groups which are going to 
provide the sufficient push toward 
success: Librarians themselves and the 
small group of devoted and interested 
citizens, many of them trustees or 
leaders in the constant struggle for 
better educational facilities. You can 
be well assured that if librarians show 
no interest in cooperation, no one else 
will. 

Because of the factors which I have 
touched on above, I think that about 
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the largest area, at least in our more 
populous, but smaller states, which can 
quickly and efficiently develop a formal 
system of inter-dependent libraries is 
the state. Having said this, I am posi- 
tive that eventually I may be proved 
wrong, but I don’t think I will be in 
the near future. Perhaps by the year 
2000 we will have a tightly organized 
national or regional library system on 
an inter-state basis, but my thoughts 
right now are geared to the situation 
as it is in 1959 and the outlook for the 
next few years. 

Now, when I’m talking about library 
service in a state, I’m going to be talk- 
ing about Pennsylvania, and you might 
be thinking, while I talk, about the 
possibilities in your own state. Every 
state, of course, has problems which 
are unique but I have found after work- 
ing in four different and highly dissimi- 
lar states that many major problems 
are identical. 


Pennsylvania Paradox 

Most people think of Pennsylvania 
as a prosperous, forward-looking East- 
ern state, full of railroads and turn- 
pikes, heavy industry and mining, bank- 
ers and socialites, with money flowing 
in and out of coffers at a fabulous rate. 
Perhaps, but in terms of library service 
to its citizens, Pennsylvania is solidly 
entrenched in the pauper class, spend- 
ing 83c per capita on library serv- 
ice, thus ranking 33rd among the states 
in terms of financial support. Two mil- 
lion people, one-fifth of the population, 
lack library service of any kind. Out 
of the remaining eight million citizens, 
over half have substandard service. The 
rest have minimum adequate service, if 
you grant that Philadelphia, with a 
population of 2,000,000 and per capita 
expenditure on libraries of $1.65, is 
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adequately supported, which I don’t. 

And we must remember when we 
are talking about Pennsylvania that 
27% of the state’s population lives in 
the two major cities —i.e., Pittsburgh 
and Philadelphia; that 63% of the 
state’s expenditures for public libraries 
is made in those two cities alone and 
that so far neither one has received any 
state aid. In terms of dollars, over five 
million two are expended in these two 
cities for public library service as con- 
trasted with eight million three for the 
entire state. In any event, a most sorry 
situation has existed in Pennsylvania 
for years, and the picture was getting 
blacker every day. In 1957, with the 
appointment of a new State Librarian, 
the Pennsylvania Library Association, 
through its Library Development Com- 
mittee, was charged with the responsi- 
bility of initiating action. Through 
great good fortune, the Library Services 
Act went into effect at about the same 
time, affording Federal funds for a 
complete survey of library service 
throughout the state. We were very 
fortunate in being able to secure the 
services of Lowell A. Martin, former 
Dean of the Graduate School of Library 
Service at Rutgers, to make the survey 
and to recommend a plan. During Na- 
tional Library Week, last year, the 
Governor apointed a Commission on 
Public Library Development to make 
recommendations to him and to the 
state legislature for action needed to 
obtain a satisfactory level of service in 
Pennsylvania. By those moves alone, a 
greater hope for the future of libraries 
in the state had been aroused than at 
any time in the previous fifty or more 
years, according to Ralph Munn, Di- 
rector of the Carnegie Library in Pitts- 
burgh. 






Dr. Martin and Frank Summers, Re- 
search Assistant in the survey, pro- 
pose a plan of cooperation and 
interdependence with service by a 
three-level system of libraries. 


The local, or community library, is 
the foundation of any system such as 
this. Familiar to residents of small 
towns and suburban areas for decades, 
they represent to many the sum total of 
library service. In many of these com- 
munities, of course, there is no sense of 
inadequate service, because no standard 
of comparison is available to the citi- 
zen. With their integration in a system, 
however, the entire range of library 
services will become available. Provid- 
ing in the local library itself a collection 
of carefully selected, often used books, 
the door to this small library would also 
be a door into the whole world of 
books. Specialized service to all three 
age levels, inter-library loan, films, 
records, and advice would all be avail- 
able from the area’s regional library. 
This local library, within fifteen minutes 
driving time for all readers, could be 
governed by a local board, by contract 
to the regional library, or be an actual 
branch of the regional library itself. In 
any of these legal relationships the 
working relationship with the regional 
library would remain essentially the 
same, and local libraries in the state- 
wide system will probably reflect each 
type of government without changing 
the final effect. Ah, you say, what if 
your local library won’t join the sys- 
tem? Well, the plan is flexible enough 
to take this into consideration, and if a 
community for any reason decided that 
it would rather continue with inferior 
resources, the plan still could go for- 
ward with the regional library providing 
only service to those readers willing to 


come to the regional library. No ad- 
visory Or cooperative services would be 
available from the regional library to 
the non-cooperating local library. A 
feature such as this will encourage, we 
hope in time, full participation by all 
local libraries. 


Regional Libraries 

On the second level of service, the 
plan envisages some twenty-seven re- 
gional libraries scattered across the 
whole state, with no library more than 
one hour’s time away from a resident 
by public transportation or private car. 
Here would be a book collection of 
some strength, about 75-100,000 vol- 
umes at a minimum, with a more 
specialized staff of professional librari- 
ans, including advisors for each age 
level. From here bookmobiles could 
cover areas not served by local libraries, 
and from here would emanate much of 
the advice, practical assistance and co- 
operative projects which would unify 
the local libraries in the area. The sur- 
vey has noted that these regional 
libraries need not be built from the 
ground up, as a heavy capital expendi- 
ture of this kind often scuttles a 
program before it even sets sail. Rather 
they could be developed from existing 
facilities, in most cases city libraries, 
but in some instances where no public 
library now exists, college libraries. Of 
course, many of these libraries have for 
years been leaders in their areas, with 
readers coming to them for such spe- 
cialized service as they are now able to 
give and librarians from smaller 
libraries coming to them for advice on 
many problems. This formalized rela- 
tionship, however, would contribute 
more meaningfully to the system. Es- 
sentially, the three major functions of 
the regional libraries would be to 1) 
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provide direct service to readers; 2) 
provide services to readers through 
local libraries; and 3) provide guidance 
and coordination functions for libraries. 


Finally, the capstone for the entire 
state-wide system would be four re- 
search libraries which would provide 
specialized resources. These would 
have the subject collections in depth 
needed to back up the regional libraries, 
as well as providing special collections 
in particular fields most relevant to the 
industries and interests in their par- 
ticular areas. No one of these large 
research centers would be more than 
one-half day’s driving from any part of 
the state, so that readers in need of re- 
search materials could use them at the 
library itself. Actually, in most cases 
inter-library loans, arranged via tele- 
type or some other rapid means of 
communication between the regional 
and research libraries, would be most 
often utilized. 


Advisory Council 


The Plan also calls for the creation 
of an advisory council on library de- 
velopment to inform the Governor 
about state library needs, and to assist 
the state librarian in the administration 
of the program. This council will in- 
clude twenty professional and lay 
members, appointed by the Governor, 
and serving five-year, staggered terms. 
The two ex-officio members will be the 
state librarian and the state superin- 
tendent of public instruction. 


As you can see, there is nothing par- 
ticularly revolutionary about this plan. 
It is an out-growth of professional 
thinking for the past few years. How- 
ever, there has not yet been a plan pro- 
posed, I believe, which has envisaged 
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cooperation on so large a scale as that 
which will be proposed in Pennsyl- 
vania. 

Now, what about that all-important 
factor, money? 


First of all, I want to go on record 
as expressing the view that the financ- 
ing of our entire American public 
library system is, in my opinion, out- 
dated and antiquated. I am convinced 
that if this is not soon recognized and 
remedied by the governmental authori- 
ties and interested citizens, free library 
service as we know it will go into rapid 
decline, to say nothing of the abandon- 
ment of the plans which have been 
developed to improve library service in 
the years ahead. At the present time 
municipalities, and especially those 
governmental units within what the 
Census Bureau calls Standard Metro- 
politan Areas, are creaking under the 
strain of providing the services which 
their citizens demand and so desper- 
ately need. Of course, state govern- 
ments and the Federal government too, 
are complaining of their inability to 
find new tax sources. However, munici- 
palities, especially in the area of library 
services, should not be expected to 
provide these services to areas outside 
their own taxable limits without some 
sort of recompense. There are some 
states, although all too few, which pro- 
vide state aid to libraries, most on a 
pitifully inadequate scale. The Federal 
Government has made a token effort 
towards recognition of the plight of 
rural libraries with the Library Serv- 
ices Act. It is high time to consider the 
needs of the metropolitan library. I see 
no reason why the nation feels that it 
is any more necessary to provide bil- 
lions of dollars for projects so admit- 
tedly essential as urban development 
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when neglect of a basic educational in- 
stitution, our libraries, is so widespread. 
The most immediate answer, at least in 
Pennsylvania, is a well-thought-out 
program of state aid to libraries. 

Of course, this new system of li- 
braries in Pennsylvania depends upon 
adequate finances before going into ef- 
fect. State aid is not only necessary for 
the funds supplied, but for the pro- 
vision of matching funds from the areas 
which support the local and regional 
libraries. After careful study, the survey 
which was made came up with a final 
figure of 23 million dollars a year for 
all library services in Pennsylvania, 
only $5,600,000 of which would be in 
the form of state funds. This 23 million 
dollars will represent just one per cent 
of total public expenditures in Pennsyl- 
vania, not an unreasonably high figure 
for an institution for which no substi- 
tute has yet been envisaged. 


State’s Share of Costs 


The plan proposes that the state 
carry slightly more than 25% of the 
total costs of providing library services 
at this new level in Pennsylvania, while 
local communities bear the other 75% 
of the cost. In this way the per capita 
expenditure in the state would be raised 
from the present 83c per capita to ap- 
proximately $2.00. You will note that 
this is still well below the $2.60 to 
$3.41 per capita expenditure recom- 
mended in the national standards of the 
ALA. It will also be lower than the 
$2.40 per capita spent in New York, 
the $2.68 per capita spent in Ohio, and 
the $2.71 per capita spent in Massa- 
chusetts. 

In addition, the provision of estab- 
lishment grants from the state is also 
under consideration. By these grants it 
would be possible for areas now com- 


pletely without library service to gain 
substantial aid from the state for the 
erection of buildings, the purchase of 
equipment, and the gathering of basic 
book collections. After establishment, 
these libraries would depend on local 
appropriations and the state aid plan 
for year to year operating expenses. 

We have the advantage of a fine 
group of citizens on Pennsylvania’s 
Commission on Public Library Devel- 
opment, citizens whose enthusiasm and 
recognition of the value of libraries to 
Americans will be fully matched by 
their efforts to better library service. 
But it is also mandatory that we as 
librarians make our services well 
enough known and of sufficient quality 
that we will have public support for 
programs such as the one I have out- 
lined. 


Florida’s Future 


I am convinced that the future of 
libraries here in Florida depends upon 
development of cooperative and inter- 
connected systems just as much as in 
Pennsylvania. Not every state will have 
a large metropolitan public library situ- 
ated in a city of some 2,000,000 people, 
that can appropriately serve as a re- 
search center. But most states have a 
university with a library of stature that 
can be utilized. This university library 
could provide the material which is 
less often in demand, but which is es- 
sential for serious research. 

Public libraries in such a system 
might very well have access to this ma- 
terial under contractual terms, and a 
university library, serving as a central 
library, would be subsidized for the 
participation in the system. 

Adequate collections of fiction and 
children’s books, on the other hand, 
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might be developed by the larger li- 
braries in a state, and this material 
would then be available to the smaller 
units. Special services, such as films, 
could be supplied at either these public 
libraries or university resource center. 


What is demanded in every state is 
a bold new plan, designed for each 
area. It’s not just a matter of buying all 
the bookmobiles you can get your 
hands on and fanning them out across 
the country—you have to have a plan, 
a plan for the best in modern library 
service, before you begin. 


Modern System of Libraries 


It comes down to this: whether you 
are trying to set up a modern system of 
libraries for Pennsylvania, Vermont, 
Florida, New Mexico or Oklahoma or 
for a two- or three-state region, a plan 
is essential. We cannot muddle through 
year after year in any state or region 
and expect that after, say, twenty-five 
years we are going to come through 
with the perfect answer of service to 
the public. Part of the history of 
libraries in Pennsylvania and indeed in 
the United States has been one of 
muddling through, and it has left us at 


Florida State University Library School 
will become a graduate library school, ex- 
clusively, after September 1, 1960. 

Basically a graduate school since its ac- 
creditation by ALA in 1953, the school has 
also offered undergraduate degree programs 
to meet Florida school library certification 
requirements. Some undergraduate courses 
will still be available for those who wish 
to add limited library certifications to their 
certificates, to qualify for sub-professional 
Certificates in librarianship, or to upgrade 
their preparation in library work. An in- 
terdivisional curriculum in English and Li- 
brary Science leads toward a baccalaureate 
degree in the College of Arts and Sciences. 
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FSU Library School Changes Curriculum 





the point where a real effort must be 
made to catch up with today’s world. 
If we are well on the way in Pennsyl- 
vania, which has never been a leader in 
library thinking, you too will be making 
great strides here. 


I sincerely believe that libraries in 
the United States are at a starting point 
in the development of a national system 
of libraries which will become an effec- 
tive and integral part of the educational 
structure of this country. 


A suit of clothes serves for each man 
the same purpose. The number of but- 
tons, the shape of the collar, the length 
of the sleeves will be different in each 
and every case, but the purpose is al- 
ways the same. Clothes are made to 
cover the nakedness of man. What I 
have tried to do for you tonight is give 
you our pattern for covering the naked- 
ness of the mind. You may tailor it to 
fit your own needs, and in the end you 
will probably fashion a garment in- 
finitely better than the one with a Penn- 
sylvania label. But what is really im- 
portant, is that together, we will make 
a library service in this country, a 
whole cloth, a fabric woven of intelli- 
gence, imagination, and common sense. 






The Audio-Visual Education Department 
will be transferred to the School of Educa- 
tion, but the strong school program in In- 
structional Materials in the Library School 
will continue there with courses primarily 
of A-V content available through the School 
of Education. 

The master’s degree requires a minimum 
of two semesters residence on the FSU cam- 
pus. To be admitted to candidacy for this 
degree an applicant must have a bachelor’s 
degree from an accredited college or uni- 
versity, make adequate score on the Grad- 
uate Record Examination, and be recom- 


mended by at least one professional librar- 
ian. 
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Branch offices in London and Frankfurt 


CATALOGUES AVAILABLE ON REQUEST 





REPORT OF TREASURER 
FLORIDA LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 


April 16, 1958 - March 31, 1959 


Balance, April 16, 1958 
Receipts: 
Memberships, 1958 
Memberships, 1959 
Refunds 


Convention, 1958, Orlando 
Exhibit space 
Combined Book Exhibit 
Registration 


Convention, 1959, Miami 
Exhibit space 


Total receipts including balance brought forward 
Expenditures: 
Florida Libraries 
_'Editorial fees 
Printing 
Allotment from FLA 


Executive Secretary 
Honorarium 


Postage, Telephone, Clerical & Office 
Travel 


Offices & General Expenses 
Ue EY OOO OE. foc kat on vawscdhdvwends aaa 
Travel 


Total expenditures 


Balance, March 31, 1959 
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$6320.46 


2741.07 


$3579.39 





Florida BOOKS & AUTHORS 


ADULT BOOKS 
Reviewed by 


Mary McRonry, State Library 


KANE, HARNETT T. The Golden Coast. 
212pp. illus. Doubleday. 1959. $5.00. 


According to the jacket blurb this is “a 
warm, affectionate, informal portrait of a 
people and a place unique on the American 
scene.” Though the rest of the statement is 
true enough, “sketch” would be a more apt 
word than “portrait.” The author highlights 
the people, incidents, history and develop- 
ment of the entire Gulf Coast, past and 
present, from Brownsville, Texas, to Key 
West, Florida, varying the emphasis and 
degree of detail with each place. In addition 
to Key West the Florida places included are 
Pensacola, Tampa, St. Petersburg, Tarpon 
Springs, Sarasota and the Everglades. Most 
of James Ricau’s photographs, composing 
fully one-third of the book, are excellent 
though the interest of many would be in- 
creased by more specific identifications. There 
is a name index and a partial bibliography. 
As a well-written introduction to the area 
conveying much of its charm and pageantry, 
The Golden Coast has a place in all Florida 
libraries. 


PRATT, THEODORE. Florida Roundabout. 
245pp. Duell, Sloan and Pearce. 1959. 
$3.95. 


Of the sixteen selections in this anthology, 
twelve have been previously published, in 
whole or in part, in magazines or as part of 
the author’s novels now out of print. The 
four new stories are, unfortunately, among 
the least effective: “Seminole Attack,” a 
thumbnail romance hinged upon a fictional 
account of the Seminole attack on a theatri- 
cal troupe; “Five to Seven, Palm Beach,” an 
unconvincing picture, at least to the un- 
initiated, of the vulgarity and indecency of 
Palm Beach society; “The Coconut Cove,” a 
young man’s realization that his beloved 
stretch of beach must give way to his father’s 
real estate development; and “The Pension- 
ers,” a realistic, sympathetic, yet strangely 
unmoving presentation of two couples living 
in retirement. The other selections in the 
book, two of which are non-fiction, are as 
varied in setting and subject matter. The 
quality is somewhat uneven, but throughout 
the book are evident the author’s knowledge 
and understanding of the land and people 
of which he writes. Entertaining. Recom- 
mended. 


CHILDREN’S BOOKS 
Reviewed by 


May H. Epmonps, Miami Public Library 


BLEEKER, SONIA. The Eskimo, Arctic 
Hunters and Trappers. 160pp. Illustrated 
by Patricia Boodell. Morrow, 1959. $2.50. 
(gr. 4-6) 

An interesting telling of distinctive facts 
about the people, their homes, life, customs 
with Eskimo myths and legends skillfully 
interwoven. Concluding paragraph on Arc- 
tic exploration calls attention to the pres- 
ent importance of the region. Florida 
author — Tavernier. 


DUNCAN, LOIS. Debutante Hill. 224pp. 
Dodd, 1959. $2.75. (gr. 9-12) 


Lynn Chambers’ senior year of high 
school, when she observes her father’s edict 
against joining the newly formed debu- 
tantes group, brings her close to other 
friends she would have missed. Winner of 
the Seventeenth Summer Literary Compe- 
tition is an artificial junior novel that does 
not live up to its namesake. Florida author 
(Lots Duncan Cardoza) — Sarasota. 


HOFF, SYD. Sammy the Seal. 64pp. Har- 
per, 1959. $2.50; Lib. ed., $3.25. (gr. 1-2) 


Simple text and cartoon-type illustrations 
tell the amusing story of a seal who looks 
around at the world outside the zoo. This 
second book in the Harper “I Can Read” 
series, by the well-known New Yorker car- 
toonist, should be as successful as his first 
— Danny the Dinosaur. The series offers 
a colorful change from more stereotyped 
readers. Florida author — Miami Beach. 


KIRN, ANN. Leopard on a String. n.p. 
World, 1959. $2.75. (gr. Pre-Sch-2) 
Interesting illustrative technique and lay- 

out heighten action in a simple picture 

story of a leopard who escapes from a zoo 

“Way out West in Wyoming.” With police- 

men and sheriffs and townsmen searching 

for him, he is found by a little boy who 
understands that the leopard is lost and 
takes him back to the zoo. Florida author 

— Tallahassee. 


STERLING, STEWART. Fifty Fathom 
Klondike. 213pp. Funk, 1959. $2.95. 
(gr. 7-10) 

Life abroad a shrimper out of Ft. Myers 
provides the background for. the story of 
a 16-year-old Tennessee boy’s first efforts 

(Continued on Page 31) 
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OUR PREBOUND 


CHILDREN’S BOOKS 


* LOOK BETTER 
* LAST LONGER 
¢ COST LESS 


Charles M. Gardner & Co. 


SCRANTON, PA. 
KNOWN FOR 


Fast - Friendly - Reliable 
Service 


MORE ADULT BOOKS 


POWELL, RICHARD. Pioneer, Go Homc'! 
320pp. Scribner’s. 1959. $3.75. 


The sign across the new road off the Gul! 
Coast Highway said “Positively Closed to 
the Public,” but Pop didn’t really think he 
was The Public after all the years he had 
cooperated with the government in every- 
thing it wanted to do—relief, Aid to D:- 
pendent Children, Unemployment Compen- 
sation and the like. The gas gauge had said 
empty for some time, but Pop was prett 
mad when the car stopped cold forty un- 
inhabited miles farther on. Toby thought h- 
had a point because “when you trust a thing 
to be lying to you, it isn’t fair for it to turn 
honest all of a sudden.” By the time help 
comes along five days later in the person of 
the District Director of Public Improvements, 
he and Toby, the seven-year-old twins and 
the babysitter have dug a well, built a couple 
of lean-tos and happily settled down to pio- 
neer existence. Their battles to hold their 
land despite the efforts of officials, social 
workers and gangsters to dislodge them com- 
prise a genuinely lighthearted novel. Highly 
recommended. 


awe FREE LIBRARY OF PHILADELPHIA 
eooxs FOR ALL rHe FAMILY ; 


ete 


Exclusive Monolite Roof Brings in Daylight—Blocks out sun—No gloomy interiors here! 


For complete information on any type of bookmobile, write to 


THOS. F. MORONEY CO., INC. 


433 BOSTON TURN PIKE 


SHREWSBURY, MASSACHUSETTS 








MORE CHILDREN’S BOOKS 
(Continued from Page 29) 


to make good on his own. Average adven- 
ture writing, but good detail on the shrimp- 
ing operations and locale. 


ZIM, HERBERT S. Diamonds. 64pp. Il- 
lustrated by Gustav Schrotter. Morrow, 
1959. $2.50. (gr. 4-7) 


Readable explanation of how diamonds 
are found, cut and how their value is deter- 
mined. Functions of the commercial dia- 
mond are well told. Highly interesting spe- 
cific subject material to supplement general 
books on gems and materials. Florida au- 
thor — Tavernier. 





PENNIES INVESTED NOW 
RETURN DOLLARS QUICKLY 
WHEN YOU BUY 


BOUND-TO-STAY-BOUND 
PREBOUND BOOKS 


xi 
se 





licy in books is as 
the banker who has 


Your investment 
important as that o - t 
the responsibility of conserving his cus- 


tomers’ funds. Therefore, when buying 
books, the same realistic approach to 
economy and long term return must be 

. This is the basic foundation on 
which the success of eee Sear 
Bound’ Prebound Books has been built. 
Librarians who buy these books do so 
because they want greater circulation and 
lower cost per circulation. In this way, 
they preserve their collections and save 
acquisition time and money. 

How this is accomplished is well told 
in our literature and catalogs available 
to you on receipt of your name and 
address. We urge you to write today. 

About 20,000 popular juvenile titles of 
""Bound-to-Stay- jound’’ Prebound Books 
are available — most in stock for im- 
mediate delivery. 







MANUFACTURERS OF 
**BOUND-TO-STAY: * 
JACKSONVILLE, ILLINOIS 


MORE ADULT BOOKS 


MONTGOMERY, HORACE. Howell Cobb’s 
Confederate Career. 144pp. Tuscaloosa, 
Alabama, Confederate Publishing Com- 
pany, Inc. 1959, (Confederate Centen- 
nial Studies, no. 10.) $4.00. 


This readable monograph is of interest as 
Floridiana only for the twenty pages that 
cover Cobb’s career as Commandant of the 
Military District of Middle Florida with 
headquarters at Quincy. Recommended only 
for those libraries with extensive Florida 
collections or those avid for Florida Civil 
War material. 


Any Book - Any Publisher 
Any Binding 


LIBRARY SERVICE CO. 


fills your library book needs best 


Save time and money by ordering 
all of your books from. Library 
Service Company. Enjoy the ac- 
counting convenience of dealing 
with a single supplier. 


Library Service is the South’s larg- 
est bookseller, with more than 25 
year’s experience supplying the 
needs of schools and public libraries. 


Write, wire or telephone your quer- 
ies and orders to Library Service 
Company. You will be glad you did. 


LIBRARY SERVICE CO. 


19 W. Main 
Oklahoma City, Okla. 


1512 W. Mulberry 
Denton, Texas 


Represented in Florida by J. W. Dunwody 
4675 S. W. 13th Terrace, Miami 
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JUST OLD-FASHIONED INTEGRITY & QUALITY 


Combined with speepy 4 weeks delivery 


—TRY US AND SEE— 


e 


NATIONAL LIBRARY BINDERY OF GEORGIA, INC. 
23 


95 Peachtree Road, N.E., Atlanta 
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